Fall 10 Point Safety Check

Fred Buchas – Safety Officer

Many of us have not used our boats much during the heat of the summer.  Our returning snowbird members may not have used them for a number of months.

This all adds up to a good time to prepare for safe and enjoyable boating during the coming season. 

It’s pretty obvious that we all have to keep our engines running well but I’m suggesting that we also take a look at the things that can easily get overlooked.

1) Life Jackets:  Make sure you have enough for every passenger and check their condition.    Verify that inflatable types are still functional.

2) Fire Extinguishers:  Check pressure gage and shake your dry-chemical extinguishers every month or two to keep the medium inside from settling and compacting. 

3) Running Lights:  They may have worked the last time you were out at night but how long ago was that?  Sometimes corrosion builds up and the bulbs just need to be removed, cleaned and reinserted.  Bulbs are cheap, carry extras and remember you may need more than one type for all your lights.  Perhaps your next night trip will be to view Christmas lights!

4) VHF Radio:  Sure you have one but is it working?  Go to channel 16 and request a radio check to see if anyone can hear you clearly.  You may also have both high and low power settings so take that into account before you determine that no one can hear you.

5) Batteries:  I'm not talking about the most obvious here but rather the ones you need for flashlights, hand held GPS and VHF units, EPIRBS's etc., etc.

6) Flares:  Are they within expiration date?

7) Horns & Spotlights:  Both hand held and permanent should be checked.

8) First Aid Kits:  Should be periodically “freshened up” especially after months or years in an excessively hot and humid environment.

9) Anchor:  Check condition of line, chain, shackles etc.  If you use a windlass, make sure it's operational.  Remember two anchors are recommended.  While checking anchor line it might  also be a good time to check dock lines.

10)  Registration Decal:  Even though you probably paid for your most recent registration renewal, did you remember to stick your new decal on the boat?

This list is obviously not all inclusive but hopefully it's a reminder of the many things we need to monitor so that our boating trips are as safe and enjoyable as we want them to be.

